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One often wonders if it is worth buying a second edition of any textbook let alone a neuroanatomy

textbook, upon receiving the second edition of Neuroanatomy through Clinical Cases by Hal

Blumenfeld, MD, PhD the answer is an enthusiastic YES! Students of neuroanatomy often complain

about the dryness of the subject and the difficulties they encounter when trying to memorize all the

terms, areas and connections. This book provides excellent solutions to both of these issues. The

book is organized in a standard fashion around holistic systems (eg. Chapter 7: Somatosensory

Pathways, Chapter 11: Visual System) and where appropriate anatomical areas (eg. Chapter 15:

Cerebellum), but embedded within each chapter are helpful mnemonics too help the student master

the necessary material.In order to bring the material to life Dr. Blumenfeld has collected an

enormous (expanded since the first edition) amount of relevant clinical cases that he encountered

while serving as Neurologist at Columbia Presbyterian Hospital, Massachusetts General Hospital

and Yale New Haven Hospital. These real world cases (>100 are detailed) and the associated

clinical documentation (MRI's, CT scans, blood work....) provide immediate clinical relevance for the

anatomy covered in each chapter. Traditionally these two concepts (anatomy and clinical

correlations) are often treated as almost distinct topics and it is refreshing to see them treated in

parallel in such a comprehensive manner. The clinical cases reinforce the need to understand the

underlying anatomy and for each case questions are asked that help direct the reader to

determining the site of the lesion/disorder.
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